UGA LICENSES NEW SHADE TOLERANT BERMUDAGRASS (press release)
TifGrand™ (Tift No.4, ST-5)  is the newest star in the world renowned Tif series!

Athens, GA. – The Turfgrass Group, Inc., of Fort Valley, Georgia, has been selected by the University of Georgia as the exclusive licensing agent for TifGrand™ (evaluated as Tift No.4 and ST-5) , the world’s first sterile triploid hybrid bermudagrass with significant shade tolerance.

Beginning with Tifway(419) in 1959, and continuing with TifSport and TifEagle, in the late 1990’s, the Tif series hybrids have established worldwide standards for residential, golf course and sports field turfgrasses. TifGrand™, developed by Dr. Wayne Hanna, the internationally respected turfgrass breeder from UGA, has enhanced this legacy by setting a new, higher standard for all bermudagrass applications.

TifGrand™ is a semi-dwarf bermudagrass with thin, dark green blades. A decade of testing and evaluation has proven its outstanding shade tolerance, maintaining excellent density in 60% to 70% shade. In full sun, TifGrand™ has scored very well in Overall Turf Quality in the independent National Turfgrass Evaluation Program Trials (2005). It has excellent mole cricket non-preference; spreads by both stolons and rhizomes, and requires lower fertilizer (nitrogen) and water inputs than previously released bermudagrasses.

The Turfgrass Group, Inc., was selected as the exclusive licensing agent for this exciting new turfgrass because they are dedicated to the same strict quality standards that Dr. Hanna’s research demands. Bill Carraway, Vice President of Marketing, says it best: “The Turfgrass Group’s strength lies in our insistence on the objective reality of science as the only secure foundation for the release of any new turfgrass.” TifGrand™ will be grown exclusively as a certified turfgrass and all licensed growers will be required to meet stringent crop certifying agency requirements and undergo careful, continuous monitoring to insure the ongoing purity and uniformity of this outstanding new hybrid for both producers and users.

TifGrand™ will be licensed to a very limited number of growers beginning this summer, 2009 and is expected to be available in the general market in 2010.

For more information on licensing opportunities, please contact Bill Carraway, Vice President of Marketing, The Turfgrass Group, Inc. at (770) 207-1500 or visit our website at www.theturfgrassgroup.com.
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